
Events
HERO LE JOG 2O1O

A q Hs":.tign.-9j5g [y i va t
Photography: Francesco Rastretti

I
I
I

!

I

'HEAVY 
SN0W FALL, strong winds, dense fog and

rain showers. '  That was the weather forecast for
earty Decembel and theyweren't  kidding. 0nce the
teams left  Newcastte and ventured into Scottand.
theywere presented with the most cha[[enging
weather possible - and at t imes i t  looked t ike some
of the entrants weren't  going to make i t  at a[.  

' l t

was definitety a question of survivaL, '  as Robert
Mc lean,  w inner  o f  the  HER0 Cup,  summed up.

Two days earl ier, at the Land's End start,  the
teams were bracing themsetves for a tough drive.
For the  16 th  runn ing  o f  LeJog,  5 / r  par t i c ipants  f rom
ten countr ies - incLuding more than '12 f irst-t imers
- gathered for what they knew wou[d be a gruetl ing
chatlenge in navigation and reguLarity. But that 's
exacttywhat they had signed up for: HER0's LeJog
has a  reputa t ion  fo r  be ing  the  UK's  toughest
enourance event.

Having Left the windy cLif fs of Land's End at
the break of dawn, the teams were immediately
thrown into navigating through the labyrinth of
Cornwat [ ' s  nar row [anes  in  hor izon taLra in ,  w i th
the occasional sheep wandering into view round
bl. ind bends.

Day two took the part icipants into WaLes and
some severe weather, as the btanket of snow
became thicker and the ice sl icker. The entourage
moved steadity northwards as the organisers
revised the route to avoid closed roads,
reca tcu ta t ing  mi teage,  t im ings ,  mov ing  the  check
points and reLocating the Jogulari ty '  sections
overnight. But that was nothing compared with
what was about to come.

The f inaI leg was a fut[-on 2/+-hour non-stop-
drive, leaving Newcastle in the face of worsening
extreme weather with no resoite unti I  the next

'The finaL leg was a
24-hour no n -sto p-d rive,
leaving Newcastl.e in the

face of worsening
extreme weather'

morning at John o'Groats. These were definiteLy
the  wors t  cond i t ions  I ' ve  ever  d r iven  in , ' sa id
Robert McLean, veteran of ten LeJogs, aLL
campaigned in his Rover P/r 100 [above). 

' l t  
was

unfor tunate  fo r  the  organ isers ,  as  they  cu t  a
lot of the route - but they did an exceL[ent job
in rea[Ly tough circumstances.

SeveraI sections of the route had to be
cance l led ,  caus ing  d is rup t ion  to  regu[ar i t ies  and
tests, and the freezing temperatures and heavy
snowfa[L ted to recovery teams having to free-up
crews stuck in dri f ts.'The 

most worrying part of this for us was near
Ed inburgh,  when we got  s tuck  in  t ra f f i c  on  the  MB

motorway. But we were lucky and spotted a bank
of snow, and dug a pathway through i t  to escape
the gridtock. '  This was on the day that hundreds
of haptess motorists found themselves stuck on
the motorway atL night.

Desp i te  the  cond i t ions ,  a t  no  po in t  d id  the
organisers consider stopping the ratty - as the ra[[y
cars and crews had proved themselves capabLe of
overcoming everything thrown at them. And the
snow made the spectacuLar Scott ish scenery even
more  beaut i f  u I  than norma'Runn ing  

a tongs ide  Rannoch Moor  in  the  dark
was s tunn ing ty  beaut i fu [ ;  i t  was  so  co td ,  and
everything was f rozen and sparkl ing in moonLight, '
said Robert.

The f irst cars arr ived at John o'Groats at sunrise
a f te r  a  n igh t ' s  nav iga t ion  th rough the  H igh tands
and sleeping vit lages of Scotland. The extreme
diff icuLties en route ensured an even greater sense
of team spir i t  and camaraderie than ever, with
a sense of pride f rom the crews mixed with
admi ra t ion  fo r  the  re l iabL i ty  o f  the i r  cars .

Chr is t ian  Ruter  and Stephan Huber  [1971 BMW
2800J took f irst pLace; Kevin Haselden and David
K i rkham [1967 Min i -Cooper ]  took  second;  and Tony
Sheach and R ichard  Lambley  {1964 Tr iumph TR4,
aboveJ  f  in ished th i rd .  Go ld  MedaLs went  to
Hase lden and K i rkham,  Sheach and LambLey,
Jean-Mar ie  Schmi t  and Th ie r ry  H i tger  {1959
Sunbeam Chamois l ;  and lg ino  Anget in i  and
Francesco Moccagat ta  [1970 Tr iumph TR6) .

Event  o rgan iser  Math ias  Dout re teau summed-
up after the event: LeJog confirmed i ts tough
reputa t ion ,  and aLso under t ined the  hardy  sp i r i t  o f
the  compet i to rs .  That  they  made i t  to  John o 'Groats
a t  a t [  was  an  amaz ing  ach ievement . '


